66    WIVES  OF   HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
in despair I send this servant to implore you not
to forget that I am still your daughter, and how
much I have suffered for your sake. . . . Do not
let me perish like this, but write at once deciding
what is to be done. Otherwise in my present
state I am afraid I may do something that neither
the King of England nor your Highness could
prevent, unless you send for me and let me pass
the few remaining days of my life in God's
service/1
That the Princess's household and the ambas-
sador were shocked at the insolent familiarity of
the licentious young priest with their mistress, and
that she herself perfectly understood that the sus-
picions and rumours were  against her honour, is
clear.    On one occasion   Henry  VII.   had   asked
Katharine    and   his   daughter    Mary   to   go   to
Richmond, to meet him.    When the two princesses
were dressed and ready to set out on their journey
from Hampton Court to Richmond, the confessor
entered the room and told Katharine she was not
to  go  that  day  as  she  had   been  unwell.     The
Princess  protested  that she was  then   quite well
and able to bear the short journey.     " I tell you,"
replied Father Diego, "that, on pain of mortal sin,
you shall not go to-day ; " and so Princess Mary set
out alone, leaving Katharine with the young priest
of notorious evil life and a few inferior  servants.
When  the  next day  she  was  allowed   to   go  to
Richmond, accompanied   amongst   others  by  the
priest, King Henry took not  the  slightest   notice
of her,   and  for  the   next  few  weeks   refused   to
speak to her.    The ambassador even confessed to
Ferdinand that, since he had witnessed what wa$